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WORTLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOSPITAL  COMMITTEE,  1947. 

Councillor  W.  WARD  (Chairman). 

,,  Mrs.  I.  PANTON  (Vice-Chairman). 

„  R.  WHITTINGTON  (Chairman  of  the  Council). 
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„  D.  STAVES. 

„  Mrs.  E.  STEVENSON. 

„  S.  C.  WINKS. 

H.  E.  WRIGHT. 


STAFF  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

J.  MAIN  RUSSELL,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Edin.),  B.Hy.,  D.P.H.  (Dunelm). 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

W.  FERGUSON,  M.Bm  Ch.B.  (Glas,),  D.P.H.  (Leeds). 
(Commenced  duties  18/8/47.) 

Sanitary  Inspectors : 

L.  VICKERS,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert.  M.&F.I. 

G.  BENNETT,  m.s.i.a.,  cert.M. &  f.i. 

E.  FROST,  m.s.i.a. 

Clerical  Staff : 

Mrs.  F.  KAY  (Resigned  30/6/47).  Miss  P.  GREENWOOD. 
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WORTLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


INTERIM  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH  FOR  1947. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Wortley  Rural 

District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Interim  Annual  Report  upon 
the  Health  Services  of  the  Wortley  Rural  District  Council  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1947. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  in  a  circular  dated  31st  December, 
1947,  asked  that  the  Report  should  be  prepared  on  similar  lines  to 
that  of  recent  years.  It  would  appear  that  all  the  relevant  data  issued 
by  the  Registrar  General,  as  well  as  general  statistics,  should  continue 
to  be  preserved,  possibly  with  a  view  to  a  more  comprehensive  report 
at  a  later  date. 

The  Ministry  have,  however,  asked  for  certain  factual  data 
concerning  Water  Supplies,  Drainage  and  Sewerage,  and  the  general 
application  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  in  this  district.  In  this  Report 
the  information  required  has  been  given.  I  think  you  will  agree  with 
me  that  so  far  as  this  district  is  concerned,  we  are  in  a  very  satisfactory 
position  as  regards  Water  Supplies,  Drainage  and  Sewerage.  I  know 
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that  in  certain  districts  small  aggregations  of  houses  have  not  the 
water  supply  we  should  like  them  to  have,  but  improvements  are  being 
made.  Improvements  are  also  being  made  in  Sewage  Disposal  in 
certain  areas,  and  details  of  these  measures  can  be  gleaned  from  the 
Report. 


Comments  were  asked  for  by  the  Ministry  on  such  matters  as 
Tuberculosis,  Venereal  Diseases,  Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Polio¬ 
myelitis,  if  we  were  the  Authority  for  dealing  with  such  matters.  The 
County  Council  is  the  responsible  Authority  in  these  matters  except 
perhaps  Poliomyelitis.  At  least  we  do  concern  ourselves  with  the 
Epidemiology  and  early  treatment  of  this  disease. 


The  Vital  Statistics  for  the  district  for  1947  are  favourable  and 
show  an  improvement  all  round  on  those  for  1946.  The  improvement 
may  be  small  but  it  is  assuring  to  note  even  a  slight  improvement. 
The  Birth  Rate  has  gone  up  from  IB* 6  per  1,000  Civilian  Population 
to  19*7,  but  it  is  still  lower  than  the  County  generally.  The  Crude 
Death  Rate  has  gone  down  slightly,  and  is  much  better  than  the 
County  generally.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  still  too  high — 
much  too  high.  Although  there  is  a  slight  decrease  in  last  year’s 
figure,  52  per  1,000  Live  Births  compares  very  unfavourably  with  the 
remainder  of  the  County.  A  very  much  increased  Still  Birth  Rate  is 
a  disappointment  whemwe  compare  it  with  last  year’s  record  low  figure, 
but  for  the  County  as  a  whole  our  figure  is  not  unfavourable. 


During  the  year  you  will  recall  that  the  County  Council’s 
Scheme  of  Divisional  Administration  of  Preventive  Medical  Services 
came  into  being.  On  1st  July,  Division  No.  22  became  operative,  and 
I  was  honoured  by  being  appointed  the  first  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
for  this  Division.  As  you  are  aware,  there  are  81  Divisions  in  the 
County,  each  one  being  made  up  of  groups  of  County  Districts. 
Division  No.  22  comprises  the  Urban  Districts  of  Hoyland  Nether, 
Penistone  and  Stocksbridge,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Penistone  and 
Wortley.  Besides  being  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  I  also  act  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  each  of  these  respective  Authorities.  I 
have  been  your  full-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  since  April,  1939, 
and  this  new  set  up  virtually  means  that  I  became  your  part-time 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  1st  July,  1947.  It  was  to  be  expected 
that  there  would  be  some  misgivings  in  the  minds  of  a  few  as  to  the 
real  value  or  necessity  of  such  changes.  It  meant,  of  course,  that  you 
ceased  to  have  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  your  Offices,  and  by  and 
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large,  you  must  lose  something.  But  taking  everything  into  account, 
the  tremendous  value  of  having  a  Divisional  Administration  correlating 
all  the  Health  Services  for  the  whole  Division  under  one  administration 
is  a  well  worth  while  alternative.  Not  at  once  will  the  benefits  be 
seen,  but  given  a  period  of  time  to  get  the  machine  working  smoothly, 
I  feel  certain  that  everyone  will  realise  the  importance  of  such  a 
change,  and  the  whole  Division  will  benefit  as  a  Unit. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  put  on  record  my  grateful  thanks  for 
the  continuing  help  and  encouragement  received  by  me  from  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Hospitals  Committee. 
I  also  wish  to  specially  record  my  deep  gratitude  to  Mr.  Morton  for  his 
kindly  help  and  wise  counsel  up  to  the  time  of  his  retirement.  To  his 
successor,  Mr.  Kelly,  I  also  extend  my  thanks  for  his  help  and  advice. 

I  also  wish  to  acknowledge  with  grateful  thanks  the  very 
valuable  help  and  support  received  from  my  Deputy,  Dr.  W.  Ferguson. 
Without  his  unfailing  loyalty  I  could  not  have  carried  out  my  duties 
so  smoothly  during  recent  months,  since  the  coming  into  being  of  the 
Divisional  Administration. 

The  devoted  service  and  loyalty  of  the  staff  of  the  Health 
Department  1  must  acknowledge.  Since  1st  July  much  added 
responsibility  has  been  laid  on  the  shoulders  of  Mr.  Vickers  and  his 
staff,  but  they  have  carried  out  their  duties  with  zeal  and  efficiency, 
and  I  offer  them  my  grateful  thanks. 

I  am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MAIN  RUSSELL, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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DISTRICT  STATISTICS  IN  BRIEF. 


The  Wortley  Rural  District  covers  an  area  of  48,697  acres. 
The  district  is  divided  into  four  parishes,  Ecclesfield,  Bradiield, 


Tankersley  and  Wortley.  The  approximate  acreage 
of  houses  in  each  is  as  follows : — 

and  the  number 

Parish. 

Acreage. 

No.  of  houses. 

Ecclesfield 

. . . 

•  • 

6,147 

•  •  • 

6,307 

Bradfield 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

35,134 

... 

2,963 

Tankersley 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2,436 

•  •  • 

572 

Wortley 

•  •  • 

•  »  • 

4,980 

•  •  • 

185 

Total 

•  •  • 

48,697 

10,027 

The  Rateable  value  of  the  district  is  £212,868,  while  the  product 
of  a  penny  rate  is  £808  4s.  Id.  as  at  31st  December,  1947. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population.  The  Registrar  General  has  given  his  estimation 
of  the  population  at  mid-1947  as  34,800.  This  is  an  increase  of  1,890 
as  compared  with  the  1946  figure.  This  figure  of  course  includes  the 
population  of  patients  and  staff  in  the  West  Riding  Mental  Hospital 
which  at  mid-1947  was  estimated  at  2,000.  The  net  district  population 
would  thus  be  32,300. 

Births.  There  were  635  live  births  registered  in  the  district 
during  1947.  Of  these  318  were  males  and  317  females.  This  number 
is  68  more  than  that  for  1946.  There  were  8  illegitimate  births,  5 
males  and  3  females. 

Still-Births.  During  the  period  under  review  there  were  16 
still-births,  11  males  and  5  females — 9  more  than  in  1946.  There  was 
1  illegitimate  still-birth,  a  male  child. 

Deaths.  336  deaths,  179  males  and  157  females,  were 
attributed  to  this  district  during  1947.  This  is  an  increase  of  19  as 
compared  with  the  1946  figures. 
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I  set  out  below  tables  of  Live  Birth  Rates,  Still-Birth  Rates 
and  Crude  Death  Rates,  with  those  rates  for  other  parts  of  the  country. 
By  glancing  at  these  tables  it  can  be  seen  how  this  district  compares 
with  the  country  generally. 


Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population. 


Year 

England 

and 

Wales 

126 

County 
Boroughs 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148 

Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Population 
25.000  to 
50,000  at 
1931 
Census) 

London 

Adminis¬ 

trative 

County 

Wortley 

R.D. 

LIYE 

BIRTHS 

1947 

...  20-5 

...  23-3  . 

..  22-2 

•  ♦  • 

22-7 

•  •  • 

19*7 

1946 

...  191 

...  22-2  . 

..  21  •  3 

•  •  • 

21-5 

•  •  • 

18-6 

1945 

...  16-1 

...  19*1  . 

..  19-2 

•  •  • 

15-7 

•  •  • 

18-6 

1944 

...  17-6 

...  20-3  . 

..  20*9 

•  •  • 

15-0 

•  •  • 

20-5 

1943 

...  16-5 

...  18-6  . 

..  19-4 

•  •  • 

15-8 

•  •  • 

18-8 

STILL 

-BIRTHS 

1947 

...  0-50 

...  062  . 

..  0-54 

•  •  • 

0-49 

•  •  • 

0-49 

1946 

...  0-53 

...  0-67  . 

..  0*59 

•  •  • 

O’  54 

•  •  • 

0*23 

1945 

...  0*46 

0*58 

..  0' 53 

•  •  • 

0-40 

•  •  • 

0*58 

1944 

...  0-50 

...  0*64  . 

..  0-61 

•  •  • 

0*42 

•  •  • 

0’  61 

1943 

...  0-51 

...  0-68  . 

..  0-61 

•  •  • 

0*45 

•  •  • 

0-59 

DEATHS  (CRUDE  DEATH 

RATE) 

1947 

...  12-0 

...  13-0  . 

..  11-9 

•  •  • 

12-8 

•  •  • 

10*0 

1946 

...  11-5 

...  12-7  . 

..  11-7 

•  •  • 

12-7 

•  •  • 

10-4 

1945 

...  11-4 

...  18-5  . 

..  12-3 

•  •  • 

13-8 

•  •  • 

9  •  7 

1944 

...  11*6 

...  13-7  . 

..  12-4 

•  •  • 

15-7 

•  •  • 

10-7 

1943 

...  12-1 

...  14-2  . 

..  12-7 

•  •  • 

15*0 

•  •  • 

12-3 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. 


1943 

1944 

1915 

1946 

1947 

CANCER  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus 

— 

2 

3 

2 

3 

Uterus 

4 

6 

2 

2 

2 

Stomach  and/or  Duodenum 

9 

12 

7 

9 

8 

Breast 

6 

4 

6 

7 

9 

Other  Sites 

81 

29 

33 

28 

32 

CIRCULATORY  SYSTEM. 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

48 

45 

38 

44 

46 

Heart  Disease  ... 

76 

77 

98 

87 

92 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

18 

7 

6 

7 

RESPIRATORY  SYSTEM. 

Bronchitis 

30 

23 

12 

11 

21 

Pneumonia 

24 

14 

8 

21 

7 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

5 

9 

3 

6 

5 

DIGESTIVE  SYSTEM. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  / or  Duodenum 

5 

3 

7 

— 

1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

6 

5 

10 

8 

5 

GENITO-URINARY  SYSTEM. 

Nephritis 

10 

10 

5 

11 

11 

Puerperal  and/or  Post  Abortion 

Sepsis  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Maternal  Causes  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

INFANTS. 

Premature  Birth 

8 

6 

2 

12 

6 

Congenital  Malformation  and  /  or 

Birth  Injuries  and/or 

Infant  Diseases  ... 

3 

4 

8 

8 

13 

VIOLENCE. 

Suicide 

1 

3 

- — 

- — 

3 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  ... 

2 

3 

3 

1 

3 

Other  Violent  Causes 

8 

9 

3 

12 

7 

DIABETES  . 

4 

1 

2 

— 

2 

EPIDEMIC  DISEASES  (other  than 

Tuberculosis) 

28 

8 

1 

10 

7 

11 


Age  Distribution  of  Deaths. 


Age  Group 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Under  1  year 

20 

...  26 

...  21 

...  16 

...  31 

...  33 

1  to  2  years 

— 

6 

2 

— 

...  3 

...  3 

2  to  5  years 

4 

4 

3 

...  2 

1 

1 

5  to  15  years  ... 

6 

...  11 

2 

...  8 

. . .  — 

2 

15  to  25  years  ... 

4 

...  10 

...  8 

3 

4 

3 

25  to  45  years  ... 

20 

...  52 

...  22 

...  15 

...  24 

...  30 

45  to  65  years  ... 

77 

...  75 

...  85 

...  64 

...  77 

...  67 

65  yrs.  and  over... 

154 

...  170 

...  169 

...  180 

...  177 

...  197 

Totals 

285 

...  354 

...  312 

...  288 

...  317 

...  336 

Infantile  Mortality.  There  were  33  Infantile  deaths  during 
1947  (17  males  and  16  females),  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  52  per  1,000 
live  births.  This  is  only  very  slightly  below  last  year’s  figure  of  55 
per  1,000  live  births.  Then,  the  rate  was  the  highest  for  10  years.  The 
principal  causes  of  death  in  this  group  were  Premature  Birth  and 
Congenital  Diseases  (13),  while  the  Infections — Respiratory  and 
Gastro-Intestinal — accounted  for  12. 


Deaths  under  1  year. 

RATES  PER  1,000  LIYE  BIRTHS. 
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Year 

England 

and 

Wales 

126 

County 
Boroughs 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Population 
25,000  to 
50,000  at 

1931 

Census) 

London 

Adminis¬ 

trative 

County 

Wortley 

R.D. 

1947 

...  41 

47 

...  36 

37 

52 

1946 

43 

45 

37 

41 

55 

1945 

46 

54 

...  43  ... 

53 

29 

1944 

46 

52 

44 

•  •  •  i  A  •  •  • 

61 

35 

1943 

...  49 

58 

46 

•  •  •  a  KJ  •  •  • 

58 

48 

Table  showing  Age  Distribution  of 
Infantile  Deaths. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1  week 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks 

3  to  4  weeks 

Total  under  4  weeks 

1  to  3  months 

3  to  6  months 

6  to  9  months 

9  to  12  months 

Total  under  1  year 

Prematurity  . . 

'  5 

1 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Congenital  and  Wasting 
Diseases 

8 

- 

i 

9 

3 

- 

1 

13 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

2 

- 

- 

7 

Gastro-Intestinal  Diseases.. 

-- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

3 

Other  Diseases 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

4 

Total 

14 

1 

1 

1 

17 

8 

3 

5 

- 

33 

1946  . 

20 

1 

1 

22 

2 

4 

2 

1 

31 

1945  . 

7 

1 

- 

2 

10 

2 

2 

2 

- 

16 

1944  . 

- 

11 

- 

- 

11 

1 

2 

4 

3 

21 

1943  . 

7 

2 

’  - 

- 

9 

2 

3 

5 

7 

26 

1942  . 

9 

- 

- 

1 

10 

4 

4 

2 

- 

20 

1941  ..  ..  .. 

4 

1 

- 

1 

6 

2 

- 

1 

- 

9 

13 


Maternal  Mortality.  There  were  2  maternal  deaths  during 

1947. 


Epidemic  Diseases.  The  following  table  shows  the  principal 
causes  of  death  in  the  Epidemic  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
Group  over  the  past  five  years. 


Disease 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

1 

•  • 

1 

3 

2 

Diphtheria 

8 

2 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

2 

•  • 

e  • 

1 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

3 

•  • 

•  « 

•  • 

•  • 

Influenza 

11 

6 

•  • 

7 

2 

Dysentery 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. . 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis  . . 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

•  • 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Measles 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Poliomyelitis  c 

Polioencephalitis 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

Inquests  were  held  on  14  occasions  and  in  21  cases  the  cause 
of  death  was  certified  after  Post  Mortem  Examination  without  inquest. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis.  During  the 
year,  a  total  of  670  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified.  Set  out 
below  are  tables  which  are  self-explanatory  :  — 


w 

co 

W 

Cfl 


fchs 

1947 

i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  'H  i  i  i  ii  05 1  I  ~ 

;al  Dea 

1946 

111^111111^111111111 

Tot 

1945 

1  1  1  1  !  II  1  1  1  1  1  1  II  1  1  1  1  1 

tted 

btion 

,1 

1947 

mS2  IN'0!  c-'°”  I  |H  iHg  1  1  "* 

38  admi 
ir  Isola 
Tospita 

1946 

1  S8  1  w  1  |  |  5  1  1  1  1  1  1 

rH 

Case 
to  Ol 
1 

1945 

1  SB  1  1  1  |  |  «  |  i  |  1  ”  | 

# 

es 

1 

1947 

1  MOCO^HHOntNlOH  I  N  1  I’-1]  1  1 

1  03  tH  CN  h  H  CO  1  1  1  0=1 

Hi 

>tal  Cas 
Notifie< 

1946 

1  HCOCOffiHHCTOlCNiOH  I  H  1  1  1  1  1  | 

lOCN  CM  COO  1  i — 1  I  1  1  1  1  1 

rH 

Tc 

1945 

i  ?Sm2  I  ^  |  -5$  I  ^  I  1  1  1  1  1  1 

Hi 
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Age  Distribution  of  Infectious  Diseases. 
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Wortley  Rural  District.  H  —  Wharncliffe  Emergency  Hospital  and  South  Yorkshire  Mental  Hospital. 


Residential  Distribution  of  Infectious 


Diseases. 


District 

j  Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Cerebro-Spinal 
|  Meningitis 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Poliomyelitis  and 
Polioencephalitis 

Para-Typhoid 

Fever 

Ecclesfield  Parish  : 

Ecclesfield 

21 

- 

3 

8 

2 

- 

2 

4 

134 

8 

5 

- 

Chapeltown  . . 

9 

4 

5 

6 

- 

- 

2 

3 

56 

6 

3 

- 

High  Green  . . 

12 

4 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

26 

1 

3 

- 

Thorpe  Hesley 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Grenoside 

2 

- 

- 

2 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

33 

2 

- 

- 

Tankersley  Parish  : 

Tankersley 

6 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

37 

- 

5 

- 

Birdwell 

3 

1 

- 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

- 

1 

- 

Hoyland  Common 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Wortley  Parish  : 

Wortley 

8 

- 

2 

- 

Bradfield  Parish  : 

Bradfield 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

21 

- 

- 

- 

Worrall 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10 

1 

- 

- 

Oughtibridge. . 

3 

1 

- 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

68 

6 

- 

- 

Dungworth  . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Stannington  . . 

28 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

4 

4 

- 

1 

Loxley 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

4 

- 

- 

Wharncliffe  Side  and 

Brightholmlee 

22 

3 

- 

- 

S.Y.M.  Hospital 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Midhopestones 

Totals 

97 

15 

8 

22 

4 

1 

9 

13 

442 

35 

21 

2 
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Scarlet  Fever.  During  the  year  there  were  97  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  notified,  compared  with  104  cases  for  the  previous  12 
months.  On  correction  of  diagnosis,  94  cases  proved  to  be  Scarlet 
Fever.  The  highest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  the  Stannington, 
Ecclesfield  and  High  Green  areas,  namely,  28,  21  and  12  cases 
respectively.  However,  the  disease  was  of  a  mild  type  and  no 
resultant  morbidity  has  been  reported.  The  modern  view  is  that 
most  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  should  be  safely  treated  at  home  if 
accommodation  is  satisfactory. 


Diphtheria.  During  the  year,  15  cases  were  notified  as 
Diphtheria,  and  10  cases  were  proved  to  be  clinically  positive 
Diphtheria,  giving  an  attack  rate  of  3  per  1,000  of  the  population  in 
the  area.  The  age  distribution  of  the  positive  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


Ages  1  —  3  years 
,,  10  —  15  years 

,,  15  —  25  years 

,,  25  years  and  over  ... 


1  case. 

1  case. 

6  cases. 

2  cases. 


There  were  no  deaths.  All  cases  were  followed  up  for  records  of 
immunisation,  and  it  was  found  that  not  one  of  the  cases  had  been 
immunised  previously. 


Immunisation.  The  West  Riding  County  Council  is  the 
responsible  authority  for  immunisation  and  this  is  carried  out  at  Child 
Welfare  Centres,  Schools,  Isolation  Hospitals,  and  by  General  Prac¬ 
titioners.  During  the  year  260  children  under  5  years  of  age  and  44 
children  from  5  to  14  years  of  age  were  immunised.  I  think  that  the 
parents  of  the  district  are  now  beginning  to  realise  the  value  of 
immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  as  very  few  parents  now  refuse  this 
prophylactic  measure  and  the  majority  are  very  willing  to  have  their 
children  immunised  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  However,  it  must 
again  be  emphasised  that  immunisation  at  1  year  does  not  confer 
immunity  from  the  disease  indefinitely,  and  a  “booster”  dose  at  5 
years  of  age  is  strongly  advocated  by  all  authorities.  The  policy  is 
brought  to  the  notice  of  parents  when  their  child  is  first  medically 
examined  on  entering  School  and  the  necessary  arrangements  to  have 
the  “  booster  ”  dose  given  are  then  made. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  During  the  year  8  cases  of  Puerperal 
Pyrexia  were  notified.  Of  these  4  occurred  in  the  Hallamshire 
Maternity  Home.  There  were  no  deaths. 
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Measles.  There  were  442  cases  of  Measles  notified  during  the 
year,  and  of  these  6  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Three 
cases  notified  as  Scarlet  Fever  also  proved  to  be  Measles,  giving  a  total 
of  445.  The  highest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  the  Parish  of 
Ecclesfield  (251),  mainly  during  the  first  and  third  quarters  of  the 
year.  This  is  an  increase  from  the  previous  year.  The  age  group 
chiefly  affected  was  5  to  10  years,  and  to  a  lesser  extent,  8  to  5  years. 
Parents  look  upon  Measles  as  a  comparatively  mild  disease  which  does 
not  compare  in  seriousness  with  Scarlet  Fever,  whereas  in  actual  fact, 
at  the  present  time  Scarlet  Fever  is  usually  very  mild  in  type,  causing 
few  complications.  The  result  of  this  opinion  may  be  that  fewer 
precautions  as  to  contacts,  etc.,  are  taken  against  Measles  than  against 
Scarlet  Fever.  This  appears  to  be  substantiated  by  the  fact  that  only 
6  out  of  442  cases  of  Measles  notified  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  as  against  91  out  of  97  notified  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 
Although  I  do  not  wish  to  convey  the  idea  that  Measles  is  always  a 
serious  disease,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  more  careful  preventive 
measures  in  the  home  would  diminish  the  incidence  of  the  condition 
and  result  in  fewer  complications. 


Whooping  Cough.  During  the  year  35  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough  were  notified,  with  1  death.  The  remarks  made  regarding 
Measles  can  equally  wTell  be  applied  to  Whooping  Cough.  More  careful 
home  preventive  measures  would,  I  am  sure,  lessen  the  incidence  of 
this  condition. 


Para-Typhoid  Fever.  Only  2  cases  were  notified,  one  of 
which  proved  negative.  There  were  no  deaths. 


Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis.  There  was  1  case  of  this  disease 
during  the  year,  with  no  deaths. 


Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis.  This  disease — more 
commonly  known  by  the  unfortunate  name  of  Infantile  Paralysis — 
became  epidemic  throughout  the  country  during  the  Summer  of  1947. 
Many  theories  have  been  advanced  as  to  the  cause  of  this  epidemic  but 
none  was  scientifically  sound.  There  were  two  forms  of  the  disease — 
Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  and  Acute  Polioencephalitis.  Not  every 
case  attacked  suffered  the  distressing  after  effects  consequent  upon  the 
damage  to  the  Central  Nervous  System.  Some  made  a  complete 
recovery— others  suffered  various  degrees  of  resulting  paralysis. 
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The  epidemic  of  Poliomyelitis  which  spread  throughout  Great 
Britain  left  its  mark  on  this  area  also.  Twenty-two  cases  were 
admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  suffering  from  varying  degrees  of 
paralysis.  Three  of  those  affected  died  from  Polioencephalitis.  Medical 
science  has  not  yet  discovered  any  method  of  effectively  preventing  or 
curing  this  condition.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  great  advances  have 
been  made  in  the  technique  of  early  diagnosis  of  suspected  oases  both 
clinically  and  by  the  aid  of  the  laboratory.  All  possible  steps  were 
taken  to  control  the  infection  in  the  infectious  period  and  to  treat  all 
residual  paralysis  as  soon  and  as  efficiently  as  possible.  Special  centres 
were  set  up  at  Pinderfields  Hospital,  Wakefield,  by  the  County  Council, 
for  the  treatment  of  all  paralysed  cases,  and  proper  after  care  was 
supervised  locally  by  Doctors  and  Nurses.  Treatment  at  Pinderfields 
Hospital  was  provided  free  of  cost  to  all  children  of  School  age  as 
authorised  under  Section  48  (8)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944.  All  other 
cases  were  subject  to  Section  184  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and 
costs  were  recoverable.  However,  in  view  of  the  divergence  of  opinion 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  resulting  effects  were  actually  an  infectious 
disease,  and  so  the  responsibility  of  the  Health  Authority,  the  County 
Council  later  agreed  to  waive  the  implications  of  this  Section  of  the 
Act  and  did  not  seek  recovery  of  costs. 

Of  the  Poliomyelitis  cases  which  occurred  in  Wortley  Rural 
District,  five  had  some  residual  paralysis,  requiring  admission  to 
Pinderfields  Hospital,  Wakefield,  where  any  special  treatment  necessary 
to  promote  recovery  was  available. 

One  case  is  still  receiving  treatment  in  this  Hospital. 

It  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  all  the  cases  occurred  in  the  Parishes 
of  Ecclesfield,  Tankersley  and  Wortley,  while  the  Bradfield  Parish  did 
not  have  a  single  case.  However,  I  can  give  no  scientific  explanation 
for  this  prevalence. 


Pneumonia.  There  were  22  cases  of  Pneumonia  notified. 
There  were  no  deaths. 


Tuberculosis,  There  were  59  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
notified  during  the  year  as  against  85  new  cases  in  1948.  Of  the  59 
new  cases,  7  were  notified  from  the  larger  Hospitals  and  Institutions 
in  the  district,  leaving  a  nett  total  of  52  cases  notified  among  the 
residents  in  the  Wortley  Rural  District.  Of  the  52  cases,  40  were 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  12  were  Non-Pulmonary. 


21 


The  tables  below  show  the  age,  sex  and  residential  distribution 
of  the  cases  notified,  other  than  Hospital  cases  and  non-civilians. 


Age  Groups 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non  - 

Resp. 

Respiratory 

Non  - 

Resp. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  —  1  year 

•  • 

•  • 

1  —  5  years 

•  • 

2 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

5  —  15  years 

2 

2 

6 

2 

•  • 

V  • 

15  —  25  years 

6 

1 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

•  ♦ 

25  —  35  years 

5 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

2 

35  —  45  years 

5 

5 

•  • 

.  . 

•  . 

1 

45  —  65  years 

5 

1 

•  • 

•  . 

1 

•  • 

65  years  and  over 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Totals 

24 

16 

10 

2 

3 

4 

. » 

•  • 

Area  of  Distribution  of  Tuberculosis  Cases. 


PARISH  OF  ECCLESFIELD  : 

Respiratory. 
M.  F. 

Non-Respiratory 
M.  F. 

Ecclesfield 

6 

4 

1 

1 

High  Green 

8 

— 

1 

— 

Chapeltown 

5 

4 

1 

— 

Grenoside 

2 

1 

2 

— 

PARISH  OF  WORTLEY  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

PARISH  OF  BRADFIELD : 

Loxley  ... 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Midhopestones 

1 

— 

— 

— 

High  Bradfield  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Oughtibridge 

3 

1 

1 

— 

Wharncliffe  Side... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Stannington 

1 

2 

— 

1 

PARISH  OF  TANKERSLEY  : 

Tankersley 

2 

1 

2 

— 
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Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  received  from  Larger  Hospitals 
and  Institutions  in  this  District  (including  Non-Civilians) — 
Usual  Place  of  Residence  not  in  Wortley  Rural  District. 


0  —  25  years  ... 

25  —  35  years  ... 

35  —  45  years  ... 

45  —  65  years  ... 

Over  65  years 

During  the  year  12  cases 
treatment. 


Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory. 
M.  F.  M.  F. 

2  1  —  — 

2  —  —  — 


6  1  —  — 
were  admitted  to  Sanatoria  for 


No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  employed  in  the  Milk  Trade),  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to  the  compulsory 
removal  to  Hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis). 


Infestations.  During  the  year  12  cases  of  Scabies  were 
brought  to  my  notice.  In  each  case  arrangements  were  made  for  all 
members  of  the  household  to  receive  treatment,  and  all  clothing  was 
removed  for  steam  disinfestation.  The  treatment  was  carried  out  in 
Sheffield,  and  the  cost  was  met  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Isolation  Hospitals.  There  are  two  Isolation  Hospitals 
provided  by  the  District  Council : 

(1)  At  Grenoside  for  the  commoner  type  of  Infectious  Disease. 

(2)  At  Hailwood  for  cases  of  Smallpox. 

At  Grenoside,  the  Hospital  is  roughly  divided  into  sections,  one 
part  for  Diphtheria  and  the  other  part  for  Scarlet  Fever.  On  the  basis 
of  144  sq.  ft.  per  bed  and  72  sq.  ft.  per  cot,  there  is  a  total  of  18  beds 
and  8  cots.  There  are  available,  however,  7  male  beds,  7  female  beds 
and  2  cots  for  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  and  7  male  beds,  7  female  beds  and 
3  cots  for  Diphtheria  cases.  There  is  also  a  cubicle  observation  block 
containing  4  cubicles.  Available  in  this  block  are  7  beds  and  1  cot. 
At  Hailwood  there  are  available  7  male  beds,  7  female  beds  and  5  cots. 
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Staff. 

Medical  Superintendent  ...  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Matron  ...  Miss  A.  Robertson,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m.,  r.f.n, 

(Resigned  December  1947). 

There  are  Kitchen  and  Domestic  Staff  indoor  and  outdoor — 
2  Gardener-Porters  and  an  assistant  Gardener  employed. 


During  the  year  under  review,  a  total  of  156  cases  was  admitted 
to  Hospital,  as  follows:  — 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  ... 

Acute  Gastro-Enteritis 

Measles 

Influenza 

Smallpox 

Mumps 

Poliomyelitis 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 
Para-Typhoid 
Erysipelas  ... 

Vincent’s  Angina 


91 

3 

10 

3 

6 

1 

3 

1 

22 

3 

1  (proved  negative) 

7 

2 


No  cases  were  admitted  to  Hailwood  during  1947. 


Laboratory  Facilities.  All  necessary  facilities  are  available 
at  the  County  Laboratory,  Wakefield,  and  any  urgent  diagnostic 
examinations  can  be  carried  out  at  the  Laboratory  of  the  Sheffield 
University.  The  cost  of  the  latter  examinations  is  met  by  this  Council. 


Ambulance  Facilities.  This  Council  possesses  two  motor 
ambulances  for  use  at  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

In  the  event  of  these  ambulances  being  out  of  commission,  this 
Council  has  an  arrangement  with  Sheffield  Corporation  for  the  use  of 
their  fleet  attached  to  the  Lodge  Moor  Hospital  at  a  charge  of  2/6  per 
mile  for  the  mileage  covered  out  and  home. 

Ambulance  facilities  for  cases  of  sickness  are  provided  by  the 
Sheffield  Central  Ambulance  Services  for  all  contributors  to  the  Id.  in 
the  £  Scheme  of  the  Sheffield  Joint  Hospitals  and  for  all  necessitous 
poor  and  old  age  pensioners.  These  facilities  are  available  also  for 
non-contributors  in  the  district  for  any  case  of  sickness,  as  the  result 
of  the  District  Council  making  an  annual  contribution  to  the  Service. 
All  street  and  road  accidents  are  dealt  with  by  the  Police. 


< 
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Child  Welfare  Centres.  In  the  area  there  are  nine  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Clinics.  They  are  at  Chapeltown,  Ecclesfield, 
Grenoside,  High  Green,  Loxley,  Oughtibridge,  Stannington,  Tankersley 
and  Worrall.  The  Clinic  at  Stocksbridge  is  available  also  for  those 
residents  in  that  part  of  the  parish  of  Bradfield  nearest  to  Stocksbridge. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics.  There  are  three  Ante-Natal  Clinics  in 
the  area.  These  are  at  Chapeltown,  Ecclesfield  and  High  Green. 


Hallamshire  Maternity  Home.  The  West  Riding  County 
Council  has  a  Maternity  Home  at  Chapeltown,  which  has  been  open 
since  1940.  This  home  is  most  modern  and  up  to  date;  it  is 
magnificently  equipped  and  has  22  lying-in  beds  for  the  reception  of 
cases  from  the  administrative  County. 


Venereal  Disease  Clinics.  There  are  five  Special  Treatment 
Centres  for  Venereal  Disease,  particulars  of  which  are  given  below : — 

Address.  Days  and  Hours  of  Attendance 


Men. 

Mon.,  6 — 8  p.m. 


Barnsley  . 

(Queen’s  Road) 

Rotherham . 

(No.  12,  Frederick 
Street) 


Sheffield  . 

(Jessop  Hospital 
for  Women) 

Royal  Hospital  ... 

Royal  Infirmary 


Thurs.,  6 — 8-30  p.m. 

Tues.,  9-30  a.m. — 
12-30  p.m.,  and 
5-30—8  p.m. 

Fri.,  9-30  a.m. — 
12-30  p.m. 


Tues.,  6  p.m. 
Thurs.,  6  p.m. 

Tues.,  6 — 7  p.m. 
Wed.,  5 — 8  p.m. 
Fri.,  6—8  p.m. 


Women  and  Children. 

Mon.,  2-30 — 4-30  p.m. 
Thurs.,  2-30 — 6  p.m. 

Tues.,  2 — 5  p.m. 
Thurs.,  2—5  p.m. 

Fri.,  5-30 — 8  p.m. 

Sat.,  9-30  a.m. — 

12-30  p.m. 

Tues.,  4—6  p.m. 
Thurs.,  4 — 6  p.m. 

Sat.,  11  a.m. — 

12-30  p.m. 

Thurs.,  11  a.m. 

Fri.,  6  p.m. 

Tues.,  2 — 4  p.m. 
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Tuberculosis.  The  greater  part  of  the  District  is  served  by 
the  Dispensary  at  Wadsley  Bridge.  For  those  patients  in  that  part  of 
the  parish  of  Bradfield  nearest  to  Stocksbridge,  the  Dispensary  there 
is  available,  while  the  Barnsley  Dispensary  is  available  for  patients 
from  the  Tankersley  district. 

Mortuary.  The  public  Mortuary  and  post  mortem  room  at 
Grenoside,  belonging  to  the  District  Council,  is  available  for  the  whole 
area. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

( This  part  of  the  Report  prepared  by  Mr.  L.  Vickers.) 

Rainfall. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year,  recorded  at  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works,  Ecclesfield  (172  feet  above  ordnance  datum)  was  25*43  inches. 
This  figure  is  well  below  that  for  1946  (34*52  inches)  and  is  also  well 
below  the  average  for  the  past  21  years  (29*28  inches). 

The  driest  month  was  October  (*56  inches)  and  the  wettest 
March  (4*70  inches). 

Water  Supply. 

There  were  10,027  houses  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Of  these,  9,584  obtain  a  main  water  supply  from  one  or  other  of  the 
following  water  undertakings  : — 

Sheffield  Corporation  Water  Works. 

Wortley  Rural  District  Council  Hallbroom  and  Bradfield  Supplies. 
Wortley  Estates  Company  Water  Works. 

Dearne  Valley  Water  Works. 

Barnsley  Corporation  Water  Works. 

Whitley  Private  Supply. 

The  numbers  of  houses  on  a  main  supply  in  each  parish  are  as  follows : 


Parish 

Total  Houses 

Main  Supply 

Ecclesfield 

6,307 

6,209 

Tankersley 

572 

570 

Wortley 

185 

161 

Bradfield 

2,963 

2,644 

Totals 

10,027 

9,584 
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With  the  exception  of  six  houses,  all  dwellings  on  a  main 
supply  have  water  laid  on  to  the  sink. 

The  Sheffield  Corporation  Supply  which  serves  the  Ecclesfield, 
Chapeltown,  High  Green,  Grenoside,  Thorpe  Hesley,  Oughtibridge, 
Wharncliffe  Side,  Brightholmlee,  Wadsley,  Loxley,  Upper  Midhope, 
Low  Bradfield  and  Westwood  parts  of  the  district  is  from  impounding 
reservoirs.  The  approximate  number  of  houses  served  is  7,653.  The 
water  from  this  undertaking  is  soft  and  has  acid  characteristics.  It  is 
suitably  treated  at  the  Water  Works  to  neutralise  its  plumbo-solvent 
tendencies  and  is  also  chlorinated  before  entering  the  distribution 
mains. 


This  Council’s  own  undertaking  at  Hallbroom  serves  approxi¬ 
mately  1,253  dwellings  in  the  Stannington,  Dungworth,  Worrall  and 
Loxley  areas  including  a  number  of  outlying  farms.  «  The  supply 
comprises  water  from  moorland  springs  supplemented  as  required  by 
borehole  water. 

The  characteristics  of  the  supply  fluctuate  according  to  the 
respective  quantities  of  spring  and  borehole  water  used.  The  spring 
water  is  soft  and  acid  in  reaction.  The  borehole  water  is  fairly  hard, 
all  the  hardness  being  of  a  temporary  nature. 

During  the  year,  14  samples  were  taken  from  different  points 
in  this  supply,  8  of  which  were  unsatisfactory.  The  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  obtained  following  heavy  rainfall.  In  view  of  the 
possibility  of  surface  pollution  during  this  type  of  weather,  chlorination 
of  the  supply  was  re-commenced. 

The  Council’s  High  Bradfield  Supply,  which  serves  18  dwellings, 
is  obtained  from  a  tank  fed  by  springs  from  a  protected  gathering 
ground. 

The  Wortley  Estate’s  Supply  is  from  an  impounding  reservoir 
at  Wortley.  The  water  is  soft  and  has  acid  characteristics  which  are 
suitably  neutralised  at  the  filter  house.  The  undertaking  supplies  457 
dwellings  in  the  Wortley  and  Tankersley  Parishes  including  a  number 
of  isolated  farms  and  small  holdings. j 

The  Dearne  Valley  Supply  is  very  hard  borehole  water,  and 
supplies  98  houses  in  the  Hoyland  Common  and  Birdwell  parts  of  the 
Tankersley  Parish. 
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The  Barnsley  Corporation  Supply  is  from  an  impounding 
reservoir  at  Upper  Midhope.  75  houses  at  Midhopestones,  Wortley 
and  Tankersley  are  connected  to  the  main  along  its  course  to  Barnsley. 

The  Whitley  Private  Supply  is  impounded  spring  water  and 
serves  30  dwellings  in  the  Grenoside  area. 

The  remaining  443  isolated  farms  and  cottages  obtain  their 
water  supplies  from  wells  and  springs. 

Four  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  from  suspected  sources 
of  supply,  all  of  which  were  unsatisfactory.  Two  of  these  supplies 
serving  10  houses  at  Cinder  Hill  and  4  houses  at  Barnes  Green 
respectively  are  expected  to  be  replaced  by  a  supply  from  the  Sheffield 
Corporation  main  during  next  year.  In  all  cases  the  occupiers  have 
been  advised  to  boil  the  water  before  using  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  largest  groups  of  houses  in  the  district  without  a  main 
supply  do  not  exceed  11  dwellings  and  long  extensions  of  existing 
mains  are  required  to  meet  the  needs  in  these  cases. 

The  total  number  of  houses  on  a  piped  water  supply  (not 
necessarily  a  main  supply)  is  equivalent  to  99%  of  the  total  houses  in 
the  district.  Fortunately  parts  of  the  district  provide  suitable 
impounding  areas  for  large  water  undertakings,  and  isolated  com¬ 
munities  which  would  otherwise  have  been  remote  from  a  main  supply 
are  able  to  enjoy  this  amenity,  thereby  contributing  to  the  very 
satisfactory  water  supply  position  throughout  the  district. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Of  the  10,027  houses  in  the  district,  8,764  or  87' 5%  are 
connected  to  public  or  private  sewers. 

The  sewage  from  the  remaining  1,259  houses  is  disposed  of  by 
private  arrangements  which  consist  of  either  cesspools,  septic  tanks 
with  filters,  or  land  drainage. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  outlying  and  scattered  farms  and 
cottages  scavenging  is  carried  out  by  the  Council  where  the 
conservancy  system  is  still  in  operation. 
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The  largest  groups  of  houses  not  connected  to  sewers  are  at 
Bradfield  (50  houses),  Dungworth  (45  houses)  and  Howbrook  (25 
houses).  No  schemes  are  proposed  as  yet  for  the  sewering  of  these 
areas. 


The  sewage  from  Btannington,  Oughtibridge  and  Worrall 
discharges  into  the  Sheffield  Corporation  sewerage  system  and  is  dealt 
with  at  their  Blackburn  Meadows  Disposal  Works.  The  Ecclesfield, 
Chapeltown,  High  Green  and  Grenoside  sewage  at  present  discharges 
into  the  Council’s  works  at  Ecclesfield,  but  it  is  expected  that  in  the 
near  future  these  works  will  become  redundant  and  the  sewage  will  be 
dealt  with  at  Blackburn  Meadows  by  agreement  with  the  Sheffield 
Corporation.  The  sewage  from  the  Thorpe  Hesley  part  of  the  district 
is  dealt  with  by  Rotherham  Corporation. 

In  addition  to  the  Ecclesfield  Disposal  Works  referred  to  above, 
the  Council  operate  works  at  Tankersley,  Wharncliffe  Side  and  Whitley 
to  deal  with  the  sewage  from  these  localities. 

During  the  year  17  water  closets  were  provided  to  replace  8 
privies  and  1  pail  used  by  the  occupiers  of  dwelling  houses.  In 
addition  2  pails  were  provided  to  replace  1  privy,  and  2  W.C’s  to 
replace  2  waste  water  closets.  Two  additional  W.C’s  were  provided. 
Ninety-three  informal  notices  for  the  replacement  of  ashpits  by 
dustbins  and  526  for  the  replacement  of  defective  dustbins  by  new 
ones  were  served  during  the  year.  Six  formal  notices  were  served 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  75  (1)  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Arrangements  are  in  hand  for  increasing  the  numbers  of  privy 
conversions  to  be  undertaken  during  next  year.  With  few  exceptions 
the  outstanding  conversions  call  for  the  erection  of  new  structures  with 
resulting  increases  in  cost. 

The  following  table  gives  details  and  the  position  at  the  end  of 
1947  in  respect  of  the  number  of  houses,  types  of  sanitary  conveniences 
and  refuse  receptacles  used  in  the  district :  — 
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Locality 

Houses 

Water 

Closets 

Priv¬ 

ies 

Pail 

Clos¬ 

ets 

Ash 

Pits 

Ash 

Bins 

Ecclesfield 

2430 

2165 

58 

«  • 

136 

2176 

Chapeltown 

2049 

1766 

63 

3 

76 

1916 

High  Green 

885 

766 

22 

•  • 

18 

850 

G  renoside 

783 

603 

110 

1 

138 

557 

Thorpe  Hesley  . . 

160 

72 

42 

•  • 

41 

47 

Total  Ecclesfield  Palish 

6307 

5372 

295 

4 

409 

5546 

Wadsley 

44 

26 

2 

•  • 

6 

40 

Worrall 

•  • 

295 

235 

32 

•  • 

37 

229 

Oughtibridge 

•  • 

819 

659 

49 

2 

114 

575 

Wharncliffe  Side  ) 
Brightholmlee  J 

•  • 

237 

174 

37 

*  • 

58 

146 

Loxley 

•  • 

322 

211 

86 

•  • 

92 

193 

Stannington  ) 
Dungworth  L  . . 

•  • 

936 

633 

171 

6 

173 

622 

Storrs  ) 

Midhope 

•  • 

43 

5 

22 

14 

26 

3 

Hollowmeadows 

•  • 

45 

25 

13 

4 

16 

11 

Bradfield 

107 

10 

66 

4 

59 

10 

Bradfield  (not  scavenged) 

115 

23 

68 

29 

82 

•  • 

Total  Bradfield  Parish 

2963 

2001 

546 

59 

663 

1829 

Tankersley  Parish 

•  • 

572 

505 

67 

5 

66 

490 

Wortley  Parish  .. 

•  • 

185 

107 

101 

1 

89 

70 

GRAND  TOTALS.. 

•  • 

10027 

7985 

1009 

69 

1227 

7935 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  whole  of  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  outlying 
farms  and  cottages  in  the  Bradfield  Parish,  is  publicly  scavenged  by 
direct  labour. 

The  total  number  of  houses  scavenged  at  the  year  end  was 
9,912,  this  figure  being  an  increase  of  1,172  over  the  total  at  the  end 
of  1946. 

The  removal  and  disposal  of  refuse  from  the  Sheffield  Corpora¬ 
tion  houses  on  the  Parson  Cross  Estate  was  taken  over  by  the  Council 
during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  houses  occupied  on  this  estate 
at  the  year  end  was  978. 

The  use  of  hired  haulage  in  the  Tankersley  and  Wortley 
Parishes  was  discontinued,  scavenging  in  these  areas  being  allocated  to 
a  team  operating  from  High  Green.  The  whole  of  the  scavenging 
service  is  now  for  the  first  time  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Council. 
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Three  new  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  Freighters  were  put  into 
operation  during  the  year.  These  vehicles  were  purchased  to  replace 

(a)  a  Fordson  1J  tonner  which  was  transferred  for  use  on  a 
lighter  work  under  the  supervision  of  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor ; 

(b)  a  Fordson  2  tonner  first  operated  in  1937  ; 

(c)  a  Fordson  2  tonner  acquired  in  1932. 

A  new  Dennis  8  cu.  yd.  vehicle  was  ordered  to  deal  with  the 
additional  work  on  the  Parson  Cross  Estate,  but  until  delivery  of  this 
vehicle  is  obtained  it  will  be  necessary  to  retain  the  services  of  the 
1937  Fordson  in  a  first-line  capacity  and  the  1932  Fordson  as  a 
stand-by. 

Details  and  dispositions  of  the  vehicles  operating  at  the  year 
end  were  as  follows  : — 


Make 

Capacity 

Year  of 
Manu¬ 
facture 

District  Served 

Fordson 

¥ 

7  cu.  yds. 

1937 

G  renoside  and  Parson  Cross 
(part). 

Fordson 

7  cu.  yds. 

1937 

High  Green,  Tankersley  and 
Wortley. 

Dennis 

S.  &  D. 

10  cu.  yds. 

1943 

Westnall  Ward,  Bradfield, 
Loxley  (part)  &  Midhope. 

Freighter... 

8*9  cu.  yds. 

1947 

Chapeltown. 

S.  &  D. 

Freighter... 

S.  &  D. 

8'9  cu.  yds. 

1947 

Ecclesfield  and  Parson  Cross 
(part). 

Freighter... 

8-9  cu.  yds. 

1947 

Stannington  and  Loxley 
(part). 

The  S.  &  D.  vehicles  were  delivered  in  March  (1)  and  June  (2) 
and  there  has  therefore  been  insufficient  time  to  properly  assess  their 
usefulness  and  economical  operation  in  this  district.  The  vehicles  are 
particularly  useful  on  good  roads  in  built  up  areas  which  are  within 
reasonably  close  proximity  to  the  disposal  point.  They  appear  to  be 
less  economical  in  hilly  districts  where  long  hauls  are  involved,  and  it 
will  therefore  probably  be  advisable  to  utilise  the  new  Dennis,  when 
delivered,  in  the  Stannington  area  and  operate  the  S.  &  D.  Freighter 
at  present  working  there  on  the  Parson  Cross  Estate  where  it  can  be 
used  to  its  best  advantage. 
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The  additional  cab  space  provided  in  these  vehicles  is  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  workmen,  who  have  hitherto  been  obliged  to  travel 
either  in  a  cramped  position  in  the  cab,  in  a  precarious  position  on  the 
outside  of  the  vehicle,  or  among  the  refuse  inside  the  body. 

As  was  to  be  expected  with  a  new  type  of  vehicle,  it  has  been 
necessary  to  call  upon  the  S.  &  D.  Service  Dept,  for  assistance  and 
advice  on  severs, 1  occasions.  The  free  service  provided  in  these 
instances  has  been  particularly  prompt  and  efficient. 

The  staff  employed  at  the  year  end  consisted  of  twenty-five 
loaders,  six  drivers,  one  paper  baler,  and  one  part-time  paper  baler  tip 
controller. 

The  following  items  of  protective  clothing  are  now  supplied  by 
the  Council :  — 

Personal  Issue  ...  Overcoat  ...  Overalls  (2  pairs). 

Team  Issue  ...  Gum  Boots  ...  Leather  Gloves. 

The  Board  of  Trade  recommend  that  items  of  clothing  be 
replaced  only  when  no  longer  serviceable,  and  not  periodically, 
irrespective  of  condition. 

Refuse  was  disposed  of  entirely  by  tipping  on  sites  at 
Ecclesfield,  Cowley  Hill,  Westwood,  Tankersley,  Wortley  and  Worrall. 
The  sites  at  Westwood  (1)  and  Worrall  (2)  are  owned  by  the  Council, 
the  remainder  being  leased  for  the  purpose. 

Tipping  at  Station  Lane,  Ecclesfield,  ceased  during  the  year, 
part  of  the  site  being  soiled  over  and  grassed  down. 

With  the  completion  of  tipping  on  this  site,  disposal  of  refuse 
from  Grenoside  and  Ecclesfield  has  been  transferred  to  Cowley  Hill. 
Unfortunately  this  tip  will  also  be  completed  in  a  comparatively  short 
time  and  a  further  site  will  be  required.  The  site  of  the  Ecclesfield 
Sewage  Works,  which  are  expected  to  become  redundant  in  the  near 
future,  would,  subject  to  planning  approval,  etc.,  provide  an  ideal  site 
for  a  land  reclamation  scheme  and  would  also  solve  the  other  problem. 

There  are  no  convenient  facilities  available  for  weighing  refuse 
collected  and  therefore  costs  per  ton  can  only  be  based  on  trial 
weighings. 

The  estimated  weight  collected  for  the  financial  year  ended  31st 
March,  1947,  was  11,000  tons  at  a  cost  of  £9,771  9s.  8d. 

These  figures  are  equivalent  to  a  cost  of  17s.  9d.  per  ton  of 
refuse  collected  and  disposed  of.  If,  however,  a  depreciation  value  of 
20%  on  the  new  vehicle  is  taken  into  consideration  instead  of  the  full 
purchase  price,  the  cost  per  ton  is  reduced  to  16s.  7d. 
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The  average  weight  of  refuse  removed  per  day  per  1,000  of  the 
population  is  equivalent  to  approximately  20  cwts. 

The  increase  in  the  cost  of  the  service  was  due  principally  to 
the  purchase  of  a  new  vehicle  (£825)  delivered  in  March  and  increases 
in  wage  rates. 

A  few  complaints  were  received  regarding  refuse  removal  but 
the  service  can  be  considered  to  have  been  satisfactorily  maintained. 
Fortunately  the  weather  during  the  winter  months  caused  very  little 
dislocation  of  the  service. 

The  drive  to  eliminate  all  dry  ashpits  in  favour  of  dustbins  was 
extended  throughout  the  district  during  the  year. 


SALVAGE  OF  WASTE. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  peak  year  of  1942,  the  salvage  of 
waste  materials  has  shown  an  increase  during  this  year. 

A  total  weight  of  128  tons  2  cwts  2f  qrs.  of  salvage  was 
collected  and  disposed  of  by  the  Council  and  182  tons  of  waste  paper 
were  salvaged  by  private  organisations,  making  a  total  tonnage  of 
260  tons  2  cwts.  2f  qrs. 

The  principal  increase  was  in  respect  of  the  collection  of  waste 

paper. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  1947  collections  compared 
with  the  salvage  effort  of  1946  :  — 


Salvage  Statistics 

,  1947 

Salvage  Statistics 

,  1946 

Commodity 

Weight 

Value 

Weight 

Value 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

T. 

C. 

Q. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper  (Council  Coll.) 

112 

10 

l 

722 

8 

14 

82 

7 

2 

527 

12 

44 

Paper  (Private  Coll.) 

132 

0 

0 

— 

138 

13 

0 

— 

Scrap  (Ferrous) 

1 

18 

0 

5 

4 

6 

8 

3 

2 

22 

13 

Id 

Scrap  (Non-Ferrous) . . 

— 

— 

6 

3 

9 

6 

7 

Bones 

1 

2 

2 

6 

0 

5 

3 

5 

14 

17 

0 

04 

Rags 

6 

5 

1! 

99 

18 

0 

7 

4 

1 

72 

2 

64 

Bottles  and  Jars 

6 

2 

24 

89 

5 

2 

4 

11 

Of 

9 

8 

74 

Twine 

3 

3* 

19 

Of 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

260 

2 

2| 

£924 

4 

34 

244 

11 

£658 

3 

3d 

33 


The  total  weights  and  values  of  salvaged  commodities  disposed 
of  during  the  whole  of  the  campaign  are  as  follows:  — 


INCOME 

EXPENDITURE 

Quantity 

Amount 

Commodity 

Sold 

Received 

T.  C. 

Q. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

Source 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper  (Council  Coll.) 

1094  10 

i* 

6160 

15 

1 

Wages 

2881 

1 

11 

Paper  (Private  Coll.)  a 

14  2 

2 

— 

Materials. . 

275 

19 

1 

, ,  ,  >  , »  ^ 

716  13 

0 

— 

Machinery 

30 

0 

1 

Scrap  (Ferrous) 

158  8 

2 

380 

9 

9f 

Publicity  . 

12 

12 

7 

Scrap  (Non-Ferrous) . . 

3  12 

2J 

110 

6 

0 

Transport  . 

1 

9 

6 

Tins  (Loose) 

106  5 

1 

— 

Rental  &  Rates  34 

11 

5 

,,  (Baled) 

Rags 

67  4 

Si 

780 

18 

0 

Total 

3235 

14 

7 

Bones 

59  4 

H 

253 

8 

10 

Balance  . . 

4638 

4 

11 

Bottles,  Jars  &  Gullet 

21  17 

24 

161 

15 

94 

£7873 

19 

6 

Rubber 

9  13 

1 

24 

3 

2 

Twine 

8 

24 

2 

2 

9f 

Grand  Totals 

2252  0 

3* 

£7873 

19 

6 

Summaries  of  Salvage  Returns  made  by  local  authorities  in 
Yorkshire  are  not  available  for  the  year  ended  81st  October,  1947,  and 
the  table  of  comparison  between  the  effort  of  this  Council  and  that  of 
other  Yorkshire  authorities  usually  set  out  in  this  Report  cannot 
therefore  be  incorporated.  The  following  figures  indicate  this 
Council’s  effort  year  by  year  over  the  whole  period  of  the  Salvage 
campaign  : — 


Average 

Value  of  Salvage  in  £’s  per  1,000  Population 

over 

whole 

period 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1948 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

17*3 

29*9 

47*7 

46*4 

38-5 

28-8 

20-3 

28-9 

32-2 

34 


It  is  confidently  expected  that  the  improvement  shown  in  this 
year’s  collections  of  waste  paper  will  be  maintained  and  possibly 
accelerated  during  1948.  Such  an  improvement  is  highly  desirable 
owing  to  the  acute  shortage  of  waste  paper  available  in  the  country  for 
re-pulping. 


HOUSING. 

A  total  of  925  new  dwellings  were  completed  and  occupied 
during  the  year. 

Private  enterprise  was  responsible  for  the  erection  of  19 
traditional  houses  localised  as  follows  :  — 


District 

No.  of  Houses 

Chapeltown 

12 

Grenoside 

1 

Oughtibridge 

2 

Worrall... 

4 

Total 

19 

Sheffield  Corporation  completed  726  new  permanent  houses  in 
the  part  of  the  Parson  Cross  Estate  within  this  district,  making  their 
total  on  this  site  now  978. 

This  Council  completed  58  permanent  houses,  31  prefabricated 
temporary  bungalows  and  91  adapted  temporary  dwellings  at  Bracken 
Hill  during  the  year.  These  dwellings  were  sited  as  follows : — 


District 

Permanent 

Prefabri¬ 

cated 

Bungalows 

B.  H. 

Hostels 

Total 

Ecclesfield 

16 

5 

— 

21 

i 

Chapeltown 

12 

i 

91 

103 

Grenoside 

6 

— 

— 

6 

Stannington 

14 

10 

— 

24 

Loxley 

4 

10 

— 

14 

Tankersley 

6 

6 

— 

12 

Totals 

58 

31 

91 

180 
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Five  other  separate  dwellings  came  into  use  during  the  year 
and  ten  were  demolished  or  otherwise  put  out  of  use  as  habitations, 
making  a  total  addition  of  920  to  the  number  of  houses  in  use  at  the 
end  of  1946. 

Since  1920  the  Council  have  been  responsible  for  the  erection 
or  acquisition  of  1,599  dwellings  made  up  as  follows : — 

1,857  Permanent  Estate  Houses. 

80  Prefabricated  Bungalows. 

126  Adapted  Bungalows  at  Bracken  Hill. 

84  Hutments  at  Ecclesfield,  Chapeltown  and  High  Green 
which  are  now  either  demolished  or  disused  as  dwellings. 

1  House  at  Ecclesfield  acquired  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

1  Adapted  dwelling  at  Salt  Box  Lane,  Grenoside. 


The  Council  also  control  7  other  houses  attached  to  sewage 
works,  parks  and  hospitals,  etc.,  and  several  small  cottages  included  in 
compulsory  purchase  orders  and  not  yet  put  out  of  use. 

Sixteen  pairs  of  Estate  houses  erected  in  1936-37  at  Chapeltown 
and  Oughtibridge  were  let  as  double  houses  to  large  families  as  an 
alternative  to  building  larger  type  houses.  The  majority  of  these 
families  have  since  become  reduced  in  size  and  13  of  the  double  houses 
have  been  converted  back  into  the  26  semi-detached  types  originally 
planned.  The  figure  of  1,357  permanent  Estate  houses  given  above 
includes  the  sixteen  pairs  just  referred  to  as  32  separate  dwellings  so 
that  the  correct  number  separately  occupied  is  1,354. 

During  the  period  1920-1947,  2,199  houses  have  been  built  by 
private  enterprise  and  the  respective  localisation  of  Council  and  private 
houses  built  during  the  period  is  as  follows : — 
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By  Council 

Bv 

Locality 

Private 

Total 

Per- 

Pre- 

Enter- 

manent 

fabricated 

prise 

Ecclesfield  Parish. 

Ecclesfield 

•  • 

*304 

20 

413 

737 

Chapeltown 

High  Green 

•  • 

*218 

*323 

a  50 

416  J 

1,107 

Grenoside 

68 

— 

333 

401 

Thorpe  Hesley  . . 

•  • 

— 

— 

6 

6 

Bradfield  Parish. 

Oughtibridge 

•  * 

154 

— 

160 

314 

Worrall 

,  , 

18 

— 

163 

181 

Stannington 

•  • 

98 

20 

385 

503 

Loxley  . . 

•  • 

54 

10 

57 

121 

Dungworth 

•  • 

8 

— 

4 

12 

Middlewood 

•  • 

— 

— 

74 

74 

Wadsley 

•  • 

— 

— 

5 

5 

Wharncliffe  Side 

,  , 

— 

— 

75 

75 

Other  Parts  of  Parish 

•  • 

— 

— 

38 

38 

Tankersley  Parish 

•  • 

112 

6 

59 

177 

Wortley  Parish 

•  • 

— 

— 

11 

11 

Totals 

•  • 

1,357 

206 

2,199 

3,762 

*  Excludes  disused  Hutments  at  Ecclesfield,  Chapeltown  and  High  Green. 


Licenced  Dwellings.  At  the  year  end  there  were  8  houses 
occupied  under  licence  from  the  Ministry  of  Health.  These  houses,  7 
of  which  were  the  subject  of  Demolition  or  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders,  were  originally  let  to  families  rendered  homeless  by  enemy 
action.  The  7  referred  to  have  only  been  repaired  sufficiently  to  act 
as  temporary  shelters  and  should  be  put  out  of  use  as  soon  as 
alternative  accommodation  is  available. 


Squatters  Camps.  The  two  “  squatters  ”  camps  at  Midhope 
and  Whitley  Hall  were  still  occupied  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Midhope  Camp  consisting  principally  of  “  Nissen  ”  type 
hutments  is  occupied  by  families  from  the  Stocksbridge  locality  and 
owing  to  the  structural  condition  of  the  huts  arrangements  are  in  hand 
between  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Stocksbridge  Urban  District 
Council  for  the  transfer  of  the  25  families  to  temporary  accommodation 
within  the  Urban  District. 

A  main  water  supply  and  communal  sanitary  conveniences  are 
available  on  the  camp. 


t 
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The  number  of  families  occupying  the  camp  at  Whitley  Hall 
was  reduced  during  the  year  owing  to  the  rehousing  of  six  families  at 
Bracken  Hill  and  the  subsequent  dismantling  of  the  huts  vacated. 
The  number  of  hutments  occupied  at  the  year  end  was  10. 

A  satisfactory  water  supply  is  available  on  the  camp  and  the 
Council  deal  with  refuse  collection  and  scavenging. 

In  view  of  the  condition  of  the  remaining  “Nissen  ”  type  huts, 
rehousing  of  the  families  and  closing  of  the  camp  is  a  matter  calling 
for  early  attention. 


Housing  Repairs.  Little  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in 
obtaining  compliance  with  notices  requiring  the  carrying  out  of  repairs 
to  houses  although  in  6  cases  it  was  necessary  to  serve  formal  notices 
under  the  provision  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  A  total  of  116 
informal  notices  principally  under  the  provision  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  were  served  during  the  year. 

In  view  of  the  high  cost  of  property  repairs  there  is  now  a 
growing  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  among  the  owners  of  working  class 
types  of  property  in  the  district  who  are  being  called  upon  to  spend 
money  on  repairs  to  houses  yielding  a  rent  out  of  focus  with  present 
day  wages  and  cost  of  living. 


Housing  Survey.  The  structural  and  overcrowding  survey 
completed  during  1946  has  formed  an  extremely  useful  basis  for  the 
Council’s  long  term  housing  programme. 

With  the  letting  of  the  prefabricated  bungalows  and  Bracken 
Hill  adapted  dwellings  it  was  possible  to  make  a  start  with  the 
rehousing  of  overcrowded  small  lodger  families.  It  is  expected  that 
during  1948  all  the  statutory  overcrowded  cases  shown  by  the  survey 
and  those  arising  since  will  be  dealt  with.  It  will  then  be  possible  to 
direct  attention  to  the  relieving  of  cases  of  overcrowding  on  a  bedroom 
standard. 

Progress  has  also  been  made  in  the  elimination  of  the  poorest 
of  the  houses  recommended  to  the  Council  as  being  incapable  of  repair 
at  a  reasonable  cost.  The  number  of  such  dwellings  put  out  of  use  in 
1947  was  5,  localised  as  follows: — 

Grenoside  ...  2 

Loxley  ...  3 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  a  further  5  houses. 

An  appeal  against  the  making  of  a  Demolition'  Order  in  respect 
of  a  cottage  at  Grenoside  was  heard  in  County  Court.  After  a  visit 
to  the  site  by  the  County  Court  Judge  the  appeal  was  adjourned 
sine  die. 
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NUISANCES. 

During  the  year,  1,250  visits  were  made  to  investigate  and 
abate  nuisances  and  supervise  work  in  progress.  The  number  of 
nuisances  reported  was  235,  the  number  of  houses  affected  being  316. 
It  should  be  noted  that  investigation  of  defective  refuse  receptacles 
and  service  of  notices  for  renewals  has  been  dealt  with  under  Sewerage 
and  Sewage  Disposal  in  this  Report. 

205  Informal  and  6  Statutory  Notices  were  served  of  which  170 
and  6  were  complied  with.  Including  the  30  nuisances  outstanding  at 
the  end  of  1946,  227  nuisances  were  dealt  with  during  the  year.  30 
nuisances  were  abated  without  service  of  notice. 

The  number  of  nuisances  outstanding  at  the  year  end  Vv’as  38. 

The  235  nuisances  reported  during  the  year  comprised  : — 


Choked  and  Defective  Drains  ...  ...  62 

Defective  Water  Closets ...  ...  ...  34 

Defective  Roofs,  Eavesgutters,  etc.  ...  116 

Defective  Privies  ...  ...  ...  16 

Nuisances  from  keeping  of  animals  ...  6 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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VERMINOUS  HOUSES. 

During  the  year,  465  visits  were  made  to  381  houses  in  the 
district  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  and  disinfestation  of  premises 
infested  with  bed  bugs  and  cockroaches. 

Details  of  these  visits  are  set  out  in  the  table  hereunder : — 


Ward 

Houses 

Inspected 

Total 

Visits 

Houses 

Verminous 

Treatment 

by 

Bugs 

Cock¬ 

roaches 

Council 

Private 

Council 

Private 

Council 

Private 

Chapeltown 

26 

24 

35 

28 

6 

9 

13 

•  • 

High  Green 

57 

18 

63 

22 

8 

38 

36 

9 

Ecclesfield 

34 

90 

41 

98 

10 

4 

8 

6 

Grenoside 

7 

8 

7 

8 

•  • 

3 

3 

Tankersley 

13 

12 

14 

18 

2 

•  • 

2 

Wortley 

•  ♦ 

2 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

•  a 

•  • 

Westnall 

21 

13 

33 

27 

•  • 

9 

11 

Stannington 

14 

28 

21 

32 

•  • 

3 

3 

•  • 

Loxley . . 

6 

8 

6 

10 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Totals 

178 

203 

220 

245 

26 

66 

76 

15 

39 


Disinfestation  of  premises  infested  with  bed  bugs  has  been 
carried  out  almost  exclusively  by  the  use  of  D.D.T.  in  its  liquid  form. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  experimental  use  of  D.D.T.  in  smoke 
form  was  tried  out  in  empty  bouses.  The  use  of  this  method  saves 
considerable  time  and  results  are  therefore  awaited  with  interest. 

Mixtures  of  D.D.T.  sodium  fluoride  and  pyrethrum  powder 
were  used  against  cockroaches  with  satisfactory  results. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  showed  an  increase  over  the 
past  few  years  due  to  increased  housing  activity  on  the  Council  estates 
and  to  requests  from  the  Sheffield  Corporation  Housing  Dept,  for 
inspections  of  premises  prior  to  exchanges. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  number  of  factories  in  the  district  at  the  year  end  was  95 
and  the  number  of  visits  made  107. 

Supervision  of  sanitary  conveniences  wras  carried  out  in  respect 
of  all  factories.  In  factories  where  no  mechanical  power  is  used 
supervision  was  extended  to  include  cleanliness,  overcrowding, 
temperature,  ventilation,  etc. 

✓ 

In  only  one  case  was  it  necessary  to  send  a  written  notice 
requiring  compliance  with  provisions  relating  to  sanitary  conveniences. 
This  notice  was  outstanding  at  the  year  end  but  it  is  expected  that 
that  matter  will  be  dealt  with  early  in  1948. 

Notification  was  received  in  respect  of  one  outworker  engaged 
in  lining  cutlery  cabinets  and  on  inspection  the  premises  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  classification  of  factories 
and  numbers  of  visits  to  each  : — 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Number 

of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

Factories  without  power  .. 

9 

16 

Nil 

Nil 

Factories  with  power 

72 

75 

1 

Nil 

Special  Premises 

14 

16 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

95 

107 

1 

Nil 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk.  During  the  year,  765  inspections  were  made  of  the  262 
milk  farms  and  dairies  in  the  district.  Conditions  were  found  to  be 
generally  satisfactory.  22  informal  notices  to  cleanse  and  lime-w7ash 
premises  were  served  and  complied  with.  The  bulk  of  the  milk 
produced  in  the  area  and  not  consumed  locally  is  disposed  of  in 
Sheffield. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  dairy  premises  and  milk 
purveyors  in  the  district : — 


Parish 

Producer 

Retailers 

Producers 

Only 

Retailers 

Only 

Total 

Ecclesfield 

33 

12 

15 

60 

Tankersley 

4 

5 

— 

9 

Wortley 

14 

9 

1 

24 

Bradfield 

111 

62 

10 

183 

Grand  Totals  ... 

162 

88 

26 

276 

Two  licences  for  the  production  of  Tuberculin  tested  milk  and 
18  for  accredited  milk  issued  by  the  County  Council  under  the 
provision  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations  1936-1946 
are  in  force  in  the  district. 

Four  applications  for  supplementary  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised 
milk  were  received  and  approved  by  this  Council  during  the  year. 

A  plant  for  the  bottling  only  of  Pasteurised  milk  is  in  operation 
in  the  district.  There  are  no  pasteurising  plants  in  the  area. 

During  the  year,  24  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  the  County 
Sanitary  Inspectors  within  this  district.  Of  these,  6  samples  of 
Pasteurised  milk  were  from  School  milk  supplies ;  2  were  unsatisfactory. 
The  remaining  18  samples  were  from  Accredited  and  Tuberculin 
Tested  herds  and  12  were  unsatisfactory.  These  included  2  test  samples 
taken  prior  to  the  granting  of  an  Accredited  Licence ;  one  was 
unsatisfactory  and  the  other  satisfactory. 

One  sample  of  milk  taken  in  the  district  at  the  request  of  the 
Food  Committee  was  found  to  be  not  genuine  but  the  margin  was  so 
small  that  no  legal  action  was  taken.  5  further  samples  from  non- 
designated  herds  were  taken  for  methylene  blue  tests,  all  of  which 
were  unsatisfactory. 

Suitable  steps  were  taken  where  samples  were  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory. 
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Ice  Cream.  There  are  three  establishments  registered  in  the 
district  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream.  The  premises  are 
situated  at  Ecclesfield,  High  Green  and  Tankersley,  and  in  each  case 
are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  Orders  have  been  placed  for 
delivery  of  the  machinery  necessary  to  comply  with  the  Ice  Cream 
(Heat  Treatment)  Regulations.  There  are  twelve  premises  registered 
for  the  sale  only  of  ice  cream.  45  visits  were  made  to  these  premises 
during  the  year  and  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Meat.  The  only  slaughtering  in  the  district  is  carried  out 
under  the  provisions  of  Food  Circular  F.I.G.  107.  Animals  slaughtered 
under  the  provision  of  this  Circular  are  for  the  feeder’s  own  use 
although  a  portion  of  the  carcase  may  be  disposed  of  to  the  Local  Meat 
Agent  for  redistribution  to  the  retail  trade. 

Inspection  of  the  carcases  is  carried  out  where  possible  and  the 
owners  are  advised  as  to  the  suitability  or  otherwise  of  the  meat  for 
food.  Slaughtermen  are  encouraged  to  use  a  mechanical  stunner. 

The  carcases  and  organs  of  869  pigs  were  inspected  during  the 
year  and  very  few  cases  of  disease  were  found.  This  figure  is  again 
an  increase  on  previous  numbers  slaughtered. 

Other  Foods.  Requests  for  inspection  of  various  other  foods 
were  received  and  the  following  items  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption  :  — 

28£  lbs.  of  Bacon. 

6  tins  of  Sausage. 

5  tins  of  Cooked  Meat. 

1  tin  of  Potted  Meat. 

2  tins  of  Fish  (Salmon  and  Cod). 

1  tin  of  Irish  Stew. 

12  tins  of  Peas. 

4  tins  of  Beans. 

123  lbs.  of  Jam  and  Marmalade. 

300  tins  of  Milk. 

9f  lbs.  of  Cheese. 

5  bottles  of  Sauce. 

8  tins  of  Tomatoes. 

2  tins  of  Stewed  Apples. 

1  tin  of  Cherries. 

1  tin  of  Rhubarb. 

3  tins  of  Plums. 

125  Loaves  of  Bread. 

490  Teacakes. 

4  tins  of  Malted  Food. 

63  lbs.  of  Semolina. 

29£  lbs.  of  Dates. 

8  lbs.  of  Sugar. 

23£  lbs.  of  Butter. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 
INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 

One  hundred  visits  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  premises 
in  the  district  infested  or  suspected  to  be  infested  with  rats  and/or 
mice. 

Periodic  tests  and  treatments  have  been  carried  out  on  Council 
properties,  e.g.,  Ecclesfield  and  Tankersley  Sewage  Works,  Mortomley 
Salvage  Hut,  and  the  various  tips  used  for  refuse  disposal. 

Further  treatments  of  parts  of  the  sewage  systems  in  the  district 
have  also  been  completed  during  the  year.  In  no  case  was  there 
evidence  of  a  major  infestation. 

It  will  be  difficult  to  maintain  six  monthly  test  baiting  of  the 
sewers  as  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  with 
the  existing  available  staff. 

Fifteen  complaints  have  been  received  of  small  infestations  on 
private  properties  and  disinfestation  has  been  carried  out,  a  nominal 
charge  being  made  except  in  the  case  of  dwelling  houses. 

Treatment  was  carried  out  in  all  cases  on  lines  recommended 
by  the  Infestation  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
and  results  were  highly  successful. 

Occasional  meetings  of  the  Area  Advisory  Committee  were  held 
during  the  year  at  which  the  problems  of  this  and  contiguous 
authorities  were  discussed. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

The  number  of  moveable  dwellings  in  the  area  is  now  187. 
During  the  year  5  applications  were  received  for  the  licencing  of 
sites  for  5  moveable  dwellings.  One  of  the  applications  was  approved 
and  the  remainder  were  refused. 

With  few  exceptions,  these  dwellings  are  used  only  at  week 
ends  and  during  holiday  periods. 

The  largest  licenced  sites  are  in  the  Ughill  area  of  the  Bradfield 

Parish. 

There  are  a  few  additional  moveable  dwellings  sited  in  the 
district  in  connection  with  work  being  carried  out  in  various  localities. 
These  dwellings  will  be  removed  when  the  work  is  completed. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1912-1938. 

There  are  108  shops  in  the  register  and  all  comply  with  the 
requirements  regarding  the  provision  of  Sanitary  Conveniences.  45 
inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  conditions  were  found 
to  be  generally  satisfactory. 
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